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FIVE MINUTES ADVICE, 


Wo TO THE 
" PEOPLE 
4 | 
4 or c 
| GREAT BRITAIN 
1 ON THE 


PRESENT | 
ALARMING SITUATION 


' DF 


PUBLIC AFFAIRS: 


IN WHICH 


THE GOOD POLICY OF IMMEDIATE HOSTILITES WIT 
FRANCE Is CANDIDLY INVESTIGATED. 


—— ——— 


—B EEC 


By a CITIZEN or LonDoN. 


-_ 7 


—— 


« As a war ſhould be undertaken only with a juſt and prudent motive, fo it 
is till more obvious, that a Prince ought maturely to conſider the condition 
he is in, when he enters on it; whether his coffers be full, his revenues 
clear of debts, his people numerous and rich by long peace and free trade, 
not overpreſſed with many burthenſome taxes; no violent faction ready to 
weaken his authority at home, and leflen his reputation abroad. For if the 
contrary of all this be the caſe, he will hardly be perſuaded to difturb the 
world's quiet and his own, while there is any other way left of preſerving 
the latter with honour and ſafety.” SWIFT. 
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FIVE pt ADVICE, 
&c. &c. &c. 


Countrymen, aud Fellow Citizens, 


I AM one of thoſe who have aſſociated for 
the ſupport of our excellent Conſtitution, 
and for the loyal defence of his Majeſty's 
perſon and Government. From this intro- | 
duction you will perceive I am neither a Le- 
veller nor a Republican; I am a true Church- 
man and a friend to my King. I am no 
member of any unconſtitutional ſociety at 
home ; I have heard of the Jacobins through 
no other medium than that of the public 

B prints, 


E 


prints, and have heard of them only to ex- 


| ecrate their principles and proceedings. But 
ö tit is, becauſe I am no Republican or Leveller; 
| it is becauſe I deteſt the principles of the Ja- 
cobins, and of thoſe who have reduced the 
French nation to its preſent ſtate of miſery ; 
it is becauſe I love my King and Country, 
and /ear for them, that I intreat your attention 
to a ſubject which involves all that is moſt I | 
dear to every one of us, the enjoyment of our 4 
| liberties, our properties, perhaps our lives. 
I ſhall not addreſs you in the ſtyle which 
has been adopted by ſome late pamphleteers 
on the ſide of Government. To treat you as 
Children or ideots, is the cleareſt mark of a 
want of underſtanding in thoſe who affect 
ſuch language. I am myſelf one of the people, 


| and I know, that whatever the populace of 4 
other nations may be, Good Senſe, not leſs 1 
| than good temper, is the characteriſtic of the 
| people of Great Britain. Good ſenſe does not 


neceſſarily imply claſſical or ſcholaſtic learn- 


ing; 
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ing; it is a quality which attaches to almoſt 
all the ſober, induſtrious, and regular mem- 
bers of every civilized community, and parti- 
cularly of a commercial community like this. 
Vour judgments are exerciſed frequently on 
matters the moſt important to your fellow 
citizens; when in diſcharging the ſolemn of- 
fice of Jurymen you decide on their properties 
and their lives—and on theſe occaſions your 
underſtandings are generally found to be not 
leſs found and unperverted than your in- 
tegrity. 

From the preſent aſpect of public affairs, it 
appears to be the intention of miniſtry to en- 
gage the nation in immediate heſtilities with 
France. War is always a conſideration of 
the utmoſt magnitude to this country ; it 
is doubly ſo at a period when the nation is 
overwhelmed with debts and TAxEs, and 
when miniſtry themſelves confeſs their ap- 
prehenſions of a deſperate faction, and, if we 
believe heir repreſentations, one not leſs 
B 2 formidable 
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formidable for its numbers, than for its 
deſigns. 

« War,” fays Dr. Johnſon, is the extre- 
mity of evil: at the concluſion of a long 


war, how are we recompenſed for the 


death of multitudes, and the expence of 
millions ; but by contemplating the ſudden 
glories of pay-maſters and agents, contractors 


and commiſſioners, whoſe equipages ſhine 


like meteors, and whoſe palaces riſe like 
exhalations.” Dr. Johnſon was no Jacobin, 
but an admirer even to idolatry of Monarchi- 
cal and Ariſtocratical Government; and why 


has he written thus, but from the convic- 


tion, that Var is ſooner or later the ruin of 


every Government ?—That the fair trader, 
the reſpectable merchant, the induſtrious 
manufacturer, are beggared by it; that the 


community is overloaded with taxes; and 


that it only tends to increaſe an evil already 
too predominant, that of the very unequal 


diſtribution of property, by enriching a race 
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BH 
of harpies, contractors, commiſſaries and 
ſtock -jobbers. 

We have therefore ſurely a right in com- 
mon ſenſe, i in common juſtice, to put the queſ- 
tions—For what are we going to war? 
What ſhall we gain by it? 

WHAT THEN ARE vou 10 Gai BY 
A WAR WITH FRANCE ? 

France is a Bankrupt.—You, it is true, 
are in debt, but your trade is flouriſhing 
beyond example; your revenue is even in- 


creaſing, and your income is above your ex- 


pences. France exiſts at preſent in a ſtate 
of anarchy—If let alone, a civil war is in- 
evitable, her armies will ſtarve; her eighty- 
four departments will become ſeparate re- 
publics, and crumble into nothing; her ill- 
conſtituted Government (if it deſerves the 
name) muſt fall by its own weight. You 


cannot gain any thing by attacking her 
trade, for ſhe has none. You might, it is 
true, take ſome of her Weſt- India iſlands— 


But, 
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But, in their preſent ſtate, would they be 


an acquifition? Would you engraft the 
ſpirit of rebellion which prevails in them 
upon your own peaceable and flouriſhing 
colonies. What would the owners and 
mortgagees of Weſt- India eſtates fay to fo 
unlawful an infringement upon a monopoly 
which you have granted hem, becauſe the 
ſole benefit redounds to yourſelves? In 
1763 we know the clamour they raiſed; 
when Martinico was to be retained, and the 
only reaſonable plea that was urged by Lord 
Bute for the peace which he concluded was, 
that to have retained any of the French or 


Spaniſh Weſt-India poſſeſſions, muſt have 


reduced to ruin and bankruptcy our own 
planters, &c. 

In a word, France is preciſely in the ſitu- 
ation of a ruined Gambler, on the point of 
committing ſuicide, who challenges to a 
duel a Gentleman of fortune, with a large 
family depending on him, and with every 

comfort 
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comfort to ſatisfy his wiſhes. In ſuch a 
caſe is it prudent, think you, to accept the 
challenge ? 

France, if left to herſelf, muſt inevitably 
ſink into nothing; her inteſtine factions and 
diviſions muſt ſoon break forth into a de- 
vouring flame—Her debt, which it is im- 
poſſible to liquidate, muſt overwhelm her. 
The expences of the preſent war, which are 
enormous, muſt drain all her ſupplies—From 
the want of trade, famine muſt deſtroy her 
population. Her only chance is, that a war 
with Britain, may unite her jarring politics, 
recruit her treaſures, and that the famiſhed 
Jocobins may have an opportunity of fat- 
tening on the plenty of old England. 

« Tom Paine, however, the miniſteria- 
liſts aſſure us, © wiſhes to blow up a war 
between England and France; and I be- 
lieve them—but is he an authority you would 
wiſh to take? Is he a guide that you would 
wiſh to follow? 


« But 


; FE 2& Þ 

* But the German Powers wiſh us to 
co-operate with them in the conqueſt of 
France — And the reaſon is obvious If 7s | 
our money that muſt pay them. Remember 
that you can only act by ſea, and that the 
reſt of the military operations will ſimply 
conſiſt in a transfer of your money into the 

pockets of needy Germans, or rather into the 
pockets of their beggerly Princes. 

« Oh! but our good and generous allies the 
Dutch are to be injured in their commerce— 
The Scheldt is to be opened—And we are 
bound by treaty.” | 3 

With reſpect to the value of a Dutch al- 1 3 
liance, I confeſs myſelf, as a plain citizen, I 
unable to diſcover it. I have found innu- 4 
merable inſtances in Hiſtory, where the 
Dutch have been obliged to us, but not one 
ſingle fact which proves that we have ever 
been obliged to them They have rival- 
led and undermined us in commerce, they 


have ſold us in war. They maſſacred our 
| merchants 


n +} | 
merchants at Amboyna, and they plundered 
our trade, and afforded our enemies an A- 
ſylum at St. Euſtatia. If yon will be at 
the trouble of reading the ſenſible pamphlets 
of Dean Swift, you will find that while we 
were fighting their battles they committed 
depredations upon us; and that the Dutch 
and the Duke of Marlborough were the only 
gainers by wars, which coſt us millions 
upon millions, and in conſequence of which 
we ſmart under the oppteſſion of taxes to 
the preſent moment. 

Where was Dutch gooaneſs, where was 
Dutch generoſity in the laſt war ? Where 
was the obligation of treaties then? In the 
name of common fenfe look at their conduct 
in that buſineſs, and then determine whether 
they deſerve any favour at your hands? 

It is the opinion of the moſt intelligent 
merchants, that the opening of the Schelde 
would be of the greateſt advantage to the 


Britiſh commerce It would introduce your. 
C manufactures 


(-42J 
_ manufactures into countries from which it 
has been the Dutch policy to exclude 
them—It would bring into your own trea- 
ſury and into your own pockets thoſe taxes 
and commiſſions which now go to aggrand- 
ize a Rival. The queſtion then briefly 
is—Shall the commerce of Great Britain be 
facrificed to the Dutch ? 
Ay but the faith of treaties,” ſay the 
miniſters. Suffer me to explain to you, 
Gentlemen, from the evidence of hiſtory, 
and from Dr. Johnſon (whom as a real 


1 friend to Government, I can never loſe fight 


i of) what treaties are. Treatics are not laws— 
i they are {ſelfiſh compacts often entered into by 
4 Princes merely for their private and intereſted 
'4 views, in which the people have commonly no 
| 4 ſhare; and which are always broken through 
'N at the pleaſure or caprice of the Prince? 
il Query. Ought the people then to be bound 


by them, when manifeſtly diſadvantageous? 


66 In 
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* In forming ſtipulations,” ſays Dr. 


Johnſon, ** the Commiſſaries are often ig- 


norant, and often negligent. The weaker 


part is always afraid of requiring explana- 
tion, and the ſtronger has always an intereſt 
in leaving the queſtion undecided. Thus 
will it happen, without great caution on 
either fide, that after long treaties, the rights 
that had been diſputed are ſtill "_ to con- 
troverſy.” 

What became of the treaty, which, they 
ſay, guaranties the ſhutting up of the Schelde, 
when in the year 1780 we went to war with 
the Dutch, becauſe they afforded ſhelter to the 
Americans, and ſupplied them with naval 
ſtores? —Shall Kings and Stateſmen ſport 
with treaties without cenſure; and ſhall the 


people only be the ſufferers by them? 


| Nay the moſt intelligent Speakers in the 


late debates, declared their doubts as to the 
exiſtence of ſuch a treaty; and the moſt 


enlightened Sateſman of the preſent day 
10A * CG. affir med 
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affirmed, with his uſual manlineſs and good 
ſenſe, that if ſuch a treaty did exiſt, and 
it was a bad one, it ought to be broken. 

Two queſtions here inevitably preſent 


themſelves. If a treaty only exiſt between 


the monarchs, and be not ſanctioned by the 


Legiſlature, can it bind the nation however 


diſadvantageous to the commerce and inte- 


reſts of a country? If this be the caſe, the 


Executive is above the Legiſlative power in 


this inſtance, and may bind the nation even 
to the moſt deſtructive and unconſtitutional 


acts. Again— If a treaty be ſanctioned by 


the Legiſlature (which by the way is ſeldom 


the caſe) is it to be underſtood to be of eter- 


nal duration, or is it to ſuffer alteration, like 
all ſublunary things, from time and circum- 


ſtances? If this queſtion be reſolved in the 


affirmative, then the preſent king of Den- 
mark may revive any obſolete treaty made 


with Canute, Alfred, or any of their _ 


deceſſors. 
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C But the increaſing power of F rance is 


to be dreaded,” This I have partly an- 


ſwered. The miniſters know and lay © that 
the preſent ſtate of things in France cannot 
be permanent; they aſſert that the preſent 
mob Government will never be able to form 
itſelf into any thing like a regular ſyſtem 
And I believe their aſſertion. But let thom 


be conſiſtent Is this a power to be dreaded 


Is this a power which is likely long to 
maintain an influence ? I once more repeat, 
and upon the beſt grounds, that nothing but 
our imprudent interference can give them 
union, or can retard the French republic in 
its progreſs to diſſolution. {i ,, _- 

When Providence incloſed the Britiſh. 
nation in an iſland, and marked its limits by 
the ſtrong barrier of the ocean, it afforded 
us a moſt ſalutary leſſon againſt Continental 
wars, againſt Continental connexions: a leſ- 
ſon which we have never neglected, but to 


repent of, and for the neglect of which we 


have 
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have ſhed tears of blocd, ani ſquandered 
Is there a man among 


oceans of wealth. 


16 


you who can believe that if we leave the 
French unmoleſted, they will dream of coming 
hither? What Quixotiſm then, what mad- 
neſs to intrude ourſelves into a quarrel, where 
we have not the leaſt concern !—And what 
is the pretext? Why truly— That the city 
of Amſterdam may enjoy the ſole navigation 
of the Schelde, to the excluſion of the city 


of London. 


Is it, or is ti not, owing to the predo- 
minance of Pruſſian politics in our cabinet 
that ſuch abſurdities are entertained there ?— 
Or are we in this inſtance to conſult our 


own intereſts, or thoſe of Pruflia ? 


Much more might be urged upon theſe 


topics, but as brevity is my object, I ſhall 


confine myſelf to two points. I ſhall in the 


firſt place curſority mention the poſſible, and 
ſecondly the certain, conſequences of this 


ruinous meaſure. 


The 
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The Britiſh nation enjoys at this moment 


an unparalleled degree of opulence and proſ- 
perity. Its trade extends to the remoteſt 
parts of the earth, and its power, while under 
the direction of % councils, is and will 
be acknowledged by every nation But by 
perſiſting in folly, how ſoon may circum- 
ſtances be totally changed? It is p9/ible that 
your fleets may meet with re/ftance; it is 
poſſible that even Brits/h money, may not 
render your German allies invincible—As 
they have been beaten with every appear- 
ance in their favour, they may continue to 
be worſted. It is poſſible that if you pro- 
voke the French, they may be tempted to 
ſeize upon Holland It is poſſible that a 
cruſade of enthuſiaſts, in the cauſe of what 
they term liberty, may embark for Ireland, 
and plant the fatal tree of democracy, in 
Cork or Dublin. It is paſible that the over. 
population of France may diſembogue itſelf 
even upon the coaſt of England; it is poſſi- 

4 ble 


e 
ble that theſe Republicans and levellers, of 
whom we have heard ſo much, may join the 


ſtandard of invaſion; and it is pfible, that the 


numbers of the diſaffected in England may 
be more numerous than the miniſtry really 
believe, though they hold them forth even 
now as formidable—In that caſe we ſhall not 


Have to lament with Mr. Burke, „that the 


age of chivalry is gone,” but we ſhall have 
to lament the loſs of ſomething infinitely 
more valuable—We ſhall have to lament, the 
loſs of a Conſtitution which cannot be too 
highly eſteemed; we ſhall have to lament, the 
ſubverſion of property; the violent overthrow of 
our excellent civil and religious eſtabliſhment ; 
the prevalence of the mob, maſſacres, aſſaſi- 
nations, and the dregs of the people, exalted 
to the ſuperior tations. 

The certain conſequences are, an increaſe 
of debts; an increaſe of taxes—Taxes, taxes, 
taxes, as Lord Lanſdowne expreſſed it, will 
continue to be extorted with unlimited cruel- 
ty from the hard hands of the poor. Our 


friends 
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friends and relations will be loſt in battle 


Our trade will not only be the prey of the 
French, but of the Americans, of every pi- 


rate in ſhort that chuſes to fight under French 


colours Our manufactures will be at a ſtand 
—Our funds will be depreciated; our ex- 
pences inevitably raiſed above our income— 
and all this for what? Why that the City of 
Amſterdam, our valued friends the Dutch, may 
enjoy the excluſive navigation of the Schelde. 
The means of avoiding theſe accumulated 
Evils are obvious, We are at PEract—Let 
us cultivate it. We enjoy unprecedented 


proſperity Let us not wantonly throw it. 


away. The Miniſter will not dare to in- 
volve you in war, unleſs you are unwari- 
ly drawn in to lend him your countenance. 
When once engaged, remember there is 
no limiting the continuance or the conſe- 
quences of a war. Reſiſt therefore the inſidi- 


ous efforts of venal Magiſtrates to draw from 


you a pretended ſanction. Remonſtrate againſt 
* the 


— — — * 2 2 1 


„ 

the meaſure, and you ä be heard. Say only 
we enjoy at preſent peace, liberty, and happi- 
neſs; we do not wiſh our ſunſhine to be un- 
neceſſarily over caſt, nor abſurdly to embark 
upon troubled waters, merely that Amſter- 
dam may enjoy the une unn. of the 
Schelde. 

If our. ſufferings in the late war with 
America, which I believe a little caution and 
prudence might have enabled us to avoid, are 
not ſufficient to inſtruct us, let us at leaſt take 
a uſeful leſſon from the hiſtory of a neigh- 
bouring country: the nation which is now 
the wretched victim of anarchy, and the mo- 
narch who before this iſſues from the preſs, 
has probably breathed his laſt upon a ſcaffold, 
owe their ruin indubitably to their injudicious 
interference in a political diſputs in which 
they properly had no concern. 


FINIS. 
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